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Senate 
The Senate met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, today, make our Sen-

ators custodians of truth. Remind 
them that when people call a lie the 
truth, they tamper with their value 
judgment. 

Lord, give our lawmakers the wisdom 
to know that to scrape away their 
value judgment will eventually cause 
them to lose their sense of moral dis-
tinctions. May they understand that 
deception is difficult to quarantine and 
will corrupt all sense of moral dis-
crimination. 

Lord, thank You for being a shelter 
for the oppressed, a refuge in times of 
trouble. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Morn-
ing business is closed. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session and resume 
consideration of the nomination, which 
the clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of MARCIA LOUISE FUDGE, of 
Ohio, to be Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
Senator from Arkansas. 

CENSORSHIP 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, most 

Americans know that there are two 
sexes, male and female, and that sex is 
rooted in science. Most Americans also 
know that we ought to treat all people, 
including those who feel conflicted 
about their gender, with respect and 
dignity, without sacrificing the truth 
in the process. 

These beliefs are now under attack 
from some of the most powerful cor-
porations in the history of the world. 
Just a few weeks ago, while House 
Democrats were passing their far-left 
Equality Act, the leftwing media was 
busy canceling Dr. Seuss, Amazon 
quietly erased a book from its online 
store without notice, without warning, 
without explanation. That book is 
‘‘When Harry Became Sally: Respond-
ing to the Transgender Moment by 
Ryan Anderson.’’ 

Amazon claims it banned this book 
for violating its brandnew policy on 
‘‘hate speech.’’ Of course, that excuse 
is arbitrary and patently false. You can 
go to Amazon right now—right now 
you can go to Amazon on your phone or 
on your computer and buy copies of ac-
tually hateful books. You can get Hit-
ler’s ‘‘Mein Kampf’’ shipped to your 
door with free Amazon Prime delivery. 
You can get the ‘‘Unabomber Mani-
festo,’’ written by a serial killer who 
murdered 3 people and maimed 23 oth-
ers. You can even get ‘‘How to Blow up 

a Pipeline.’’ I assume the title speaks 
for itself. All those books are available 
for purchase on Amazon right now, one 
click away. But Amazon wants you to 
believe that a conservative book is 
somehow beyond the pale, unaccept-
ably hateful, literally worse than Hit-
ler, as they like to say. 

My office asked Amazon to send us 
the exact passages from ‘‘When Harry 
Became Sally’’ that it deemed so hate-
ful that it couldn’t even sell the book 
on its website. Shocking surprise, I 
know, they never got back to us. That 
is because the book doesn’t say any-
thing hateful. To the contrary, the 
book makes very clear that we should 
treat people who feel conflicted about 
their gender with the same respect and 
compassion that are due to all people. 
To quote the author, ‘‘We should have 
abundant compassion and charity and 
patience with people who feel this form 
of alienation. But we also need to in-
sist on telling the truth . . . ’’ 

That is not hate. That is far from it. 
The author’s real offense, his only of-
fense, was telling the truth. He said 
calmly and compassionately that boys 
are boys and girls are girls. And the 
richest man in the world banned his 
book from his company’s platform. 

But, of course, you don’t have to 
agree with the commonsense historic 
understanding of gender in order to ac-
knowledge how dangerous it is for one 
of the biggest corporations in the his-
tory of the world to start banning 
books because while Amazon’s censor-
ship may start with conservative 
views, it could easily mutate to censor 
other views that offend Jeff Bezos and 
his bottom line. Perhaps Amazon will 
come after union organizers next since 
they are trying to bust up a union elec-
tion in Alabama or maybe environ-
mental activists or maybe 
trustbusters, since so many people are 
talking about potential antitrust viola-
tions in the world of Big Tech. 

And even if Amazon goes only this 
far and no further, the damage of free 
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